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OSAKA – The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday refused to hear a case calling for the removal of a
“comfort women” statue in California, ending a three-year legal challenge brought by U.S.
plaintiffs supported by the Japanese government.

The court’s decision not to review the case was applauded by U.S. politicians involved with
the issue and civil rights groups.

Statues like the one in Glendale, California, are meant to represent women who were forced
to work in Japanese wartime military brothels.

“By remembering the past, including the women who suffered immensely, we help ensure
these atrocities are never committed again,” said U.S. Rep. Ed Royce, Republican Chairman of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee. “Now that the highest court in the land has spoken, I
hope those who’ve wasted years trying to rewrite history will finally move on.”

Phyllis Kim, Executive Director of the Korean American Forum of California, said U.S. cities
and states have a right to remember “grave human rights violations” and include them in
textbooks.

“The Japanese government, in its efforts to deny, downplay and erase the dark history of its
war crimes, has publicly supported this shameful lawsuit,” she said.

The Glendale memorial is meant to represent comfort women of all nationalities, and is
dedicated “in memory of more than 200,000 Asian and Dutch women who were removed
from their homes in Korea, China, Taiwan, Japan, the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam,
Malaysia, East Timor and Indonesia, to be coerced into sexual slavery by the Imperial armed
forces of Japan between 1932 and 1945.”

The Japanese government supported Glendale area residents who went to court in a bid to
have the statue removed.

On Tuesday morning, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga expressed disappointment in
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Tokyo weighs daylight saving time for 2020 Olympic Games in bid
to counter heat (https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/07/27/national
/tokyo-weighs-daylight-saving-time-2020-olympic-games-bid-counter-heat/)

President of the Tokyo Olympic organizing committee Yoshiro Mori met

Friday with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to discuss the possibility of

introducing daylight saving time during the 2020 Games as...

Thousands rally to protest LDP lawmaker Mio Sugita's remark
calling LGBT people 'unproductive' (https://www.japantimes.co.jp
/news/2018/07/27/national/social-issues/thousands-rally-protest-ldp-lawmaker-
mio-sugitas-remark-calling-lgbt-people-unproductive/)

Thousands of angry protesters rallied on Friday night in front of the

headquarters of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, calling for the

resignation of junior lawmaker Mio Sugita, who had earl...

Hopes rise again for a drug to slow Alzheimer's disease after U.S.
study involving Japan's Eisai (https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018
/07/27/national/science-health/hopes-rise-drug-slow-alzheimers-disease-u-s-
study-involving-japans-eisai/)

Hopes are rising again for a drug to alter the course of Alzheimer's disease

after decades of failures. An experimental therapy slowed mental decline by

30 percent in patients who got the highes...

the Supreme Court’s refusal to hear the case, calling it “an extremely regrettable decision.”
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